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THE  EXPEDITION  OF  BARON  DE  LONGUEUIL 


Many  expeditions,  with  a wide  variety  of  purposes  --  pathfinding, 
discovery,  geographic  mappings,  or  with  military  objectives  --  were  car- 
ried out  in  the  North  American  country  during  the  eighteenth  century. 

A number  of  these  have  deservedly  attained  considerable  importance  in 
the  history  of  the  period. 

Gne  military  expedition  which  commands  great  interest  at  this  time 
is  the  expedition  of  Baron  de  Longuouil  in  1739.  This  is  especiaily 
notable  for  its  successful  journey  over  sixteen  hundred  miles  of  lake, 
trail  and  river  from  Montreal,  Canada  to  the  vicinity  of  Memphis,  Tenn- 
essee. It  followed  its  pre-arranged  route  ’without  detour,  though  trav- 
eling through  unmapped  country,  to  complete  one  of  the  longest  military 
movements  ever  carried  out  in  North  America. 

The  expedition  was  the  first  to  map  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  rivers. 

It  was  the  first  largo  military  force  to  use  the  Chautauqua-Alloghcny 
route,  and  hence  the  first  to  pass  through  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
Traders  and  missionaries  of  the  French  may  have  entered  the  region  before, 
but  this  was  the  first  large-scale-  expedition.  It  came  ton  years  before 
Celeron’ s expedition,  and  fourteen  years  before  the  first  French  forts 
were  built  in  western  Pennsylvania. 

Two  hundred  years  have  passed  since  the  date  of  the  expedition,  and 
knowledge  of  the  event  has  almost  entirely  faded,  leaving  but  a few  hazy 
and  indistinct  impressions  among  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  region 
it  traversed.  It  is  fitting,  therefore,  that  a resume  of  the  important 
facts  about  this  adventurous  undertaking  he  set  down,  if  only  as  a 
preliminary  sketch. 
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The  expedition  of  Baron  de  Longueuil  was  part  of  an  extensive  move- 
ment known  as  the  Chickasaw  campaign.  The  Chickasaw  Indians  in  northern 
Mississippi  had  long  been  hostile  to  the  French.  In  their  section  they 
occupied  much  the  same  position  relative  to  the  French  and  English  as 
did  the  Iroquois  Indians  in  New  York  state.  English  traders  in  the 
Chickasaw  country  did  not  fail  to  stir  up  these  Indians  against  the 
French.  Because  of  their  geographic  position,  the  hostility  of  the 
Chickasaw  endangered  the  communications  between  Louisiana  and  Canada. 
Their  war  parties  frequently  attacked  convoys  of  traders  and  soldiers 
traveling  on  the  Mississippi,  and  even  threatened  the  outlying  settle- 
ments of  the  New  Orleans  colony.  For  a. decade,  attempts  were  made  to 
pacify  or  subdue  this  hostile  tribe,  with  littlo  success.  Now,  in  the 
year  1739,  a detailed  campaign  was  planned. 


To  crush  the  hostile  tribe,  troops  were  to  be  brought  from  France 
to  New  Orleans,  and  from  Canada  by  way  of  the  Mississippi.  From  Mich- 
ilimackinac,  a force  of  French  and  Indians  would  descend  the  ississ- 
ippi  by  way  of  the  Chicago  portage.  On  the  way,  a party  from  Fort 
Chartres  would  join  them.  From  the  heart  of  French  Canada,  Bi ron  de 
longueuil* s force  would  travel  by  way  of  Lake  Sue.  Croix  (as  Governor 
de  Beauhrrnois  called  Lake  Chautauqua),  to  join  the  other  expeditions 
' t the  rendezvous.  This  was  Fort  Assumption  on  the  Mississippi,  near 
the  present  site  of  Memphis. 

The  Marquis  de  Beauharnois,  overnor  of  Canada  since  1720,  thus 
arranged  a concerted  plan  of  campaign  with  Id.  de  Bienville,  governor  of 
Louisiana.  To  show  the  greatest  possible  cooperation,  no  doubt,  he  ap- 
pointed the  B^ron  de  Longueuil,  a nephew  of  the  Louisiana  governor,  to 
command  the  expedition  from  Montreal. 


The  expedition  had  a total  force  of  442  men,  which  included  French 
soldiers,  Canadian  militia,  and  an  Indian  contingent  of  319  warriors. 
Its  composition  is  shown  in  detail  in  the  ’’Roster’*,  which  names  the  of- 
ficers and  cadets,  and  lists  the  number  of  the  expedition's  other  mem- 
bers . 


The  roster  names  many  individuals  who  later  played  important  roles 
in  the  striking  events  of  the  region’s  later  history.  Legardeur  de  St. 
“Pierre,  the  famous  explorer  of  the  Far  "rest , commanded  at  Fort  Le  Boeuf 
in  1753,  when  Washington  brought  a summons  from.  Virginia’s  governor. 

Three  other  commanders  of  the  later  forts  are  hero:  Portneuf,  3enoist, 

Ligneris.  Sieur  de  Ligneris  was  the  commander  who  abandoned  Fort  Duquesne 
in  1753,  and  who  tried  fruitlessly  to  relieve  the  siege  of  Fort  Niagara  in 
1760.  Sieur  de  Villi ars  forced  Washington  to  surrender  Fort  Necessity  in 
1754.  Two  of  the  Tones  ires  appear  on  the  roster,  and  one  of  them  accom- 
panied Csloron’s  expedition  ten  years  later.  Legardeur  de  Repentigny 
was  one  of  the  officers  with  Marin  in  1753. 


But  of  o.ll  the  names  on  the  roster,  the  name  of  an  eighteen 
year  old  boy  is  especially  worthy  of  notice.  The  younger  Chaussegros 
de  Lory,  son  of  the  chief  engineer  of  Non  France,  made  the  survey  and 
reckonings  for  the  map  which  was  the  most  important  accomplishment  of 
the  expedition.  He  was  commissioned  an  assistant  engineer  in  Canada, 
January  1,  1739.  His  father’s  letter  to  the  minister  gives  an  interest- 
ing account  of  the  nay  ho  got  permission  to  join  the  expedition. 

The  expedition  mas  equipped  at  Montreal,  arid  left  that  torn 
between  the  16th  and  30th  of  June.  The  indefiniteness  of  the  date  pro- 
bably means  that  the  departure  Tins  by  detachments,  which  later  united. 

In  bateaux  and  canoes,  thoy  followed  the  south  shore  ;f  Lake 
Ontario  as  the  shortest  route,  but  lost  some  of  their  Indian  allies  at 
Oswego  because  of  the  attraction  of  the  English  whisky.  Tire  entrance 
tc  Lake  Erie  v.a s reached  on  August  4.  Thence  they  proceeded  by  water 
cn  Lake  Erie  tc  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  Greek,  below  present-day  West- 
field,  N.  Y. 

Here,  they  made  the  portage  t.  Lake  Chautauqua.  It  seems  that 
two  routes  or  trails  may  have  been  used,  for  two  portage  trails  arc 
shown  on  the  1740  map,  one  slightly  t;  the  oast  of  the  one  used  by  the 
French  at  a latc-r  time. 


In  1754,  Chaussegros  do  Lory  came  again  to  Lake  Chautauqua,  and 
showed,  on  a sketch  in  his  journal,  the  spot  where  the  1739  expedition 
had  comped  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  This  is  shown  on  the  second  map. 


Another  portage  probably  had  to  be  made  at  the  shallows  of  the 
Chautauqua  outlet,  before  they  reached  the  Conewango  ( Kanavangon)  River. 

At  the  present  site  of  Warren,  they  entered  the  Allegheny,  which  to  then 
was  the  Ohio  or  Beautiful  River.  Probably  a halt  was  made  at  Faille  Coupee 
or  Brokonstraw,  the  Indian  village  v.n  the  site  uf  Irvine;  this  offered  a 


convenient  spot  for  a council  with  the  Indians  t:  enlist 
It  would  certainly  not  have  been  difficult  f r the  French 
help,  for  the  Chickasaw  Indians  ] ad  1 ng  been  at  war  with 


their  support, 
to  get  Iroquois 
the  Five  Nations. 


From  Celeron* s journal  of  1749,  it  is  kn 


Chiningue  or  Lcgstawn,  and  again  at  the  Scioto,  whore 


un  that  they  halted  at 
, the  Shawnee  Indians 

gave  then  a friendly  reception  and  furnished  reinforcements.  Ton  years 
later,  Celeron  found  reason  t reproach  the.,  for  loss  friendly  conduct 
toward  his  party. 


The  expedition  also  visited  Big  Bone  Lick  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Ohio,  in  the  present  state  of  Kentucky.  Do  Lory's  1740  nap  bears  the 
following  note  at  this  point:  "Endroit  ou  yl  a Ette  trouve  Les  Eaux  £0s] 
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de  plusieurs  Elephans  pard  L armee  de  Cannada  Commande  pard  Mr.  Le  Baron 
de  Longuille  et  ou  il  a fait  nettre  Les  Armes  du  Roy  en  1739.”  (Place 
where  the  bones  of  many  elephants  were  found  by  the  army  from  Canada  com- 
manded by  the  Baron  de  Longuille,  and  where  he  had  the  Arms  of  the  King 
set  up  in  1739.)  This  is  both  the  first  mention  of  an  official  claim  of 
the  French  on  the  river,  and  the  first  mention  of  the  valuable  relics  of 
prehistoric  times  to  be  found  at  this  spot. 

The  expedition  reached  Fort  Assumption  successfully,  but  its  mil- 
itary results  are  of  no  great  consequence.  The  French  had  no  striking 
successes.  The  Indians  were  overawed  by  the  presence  of  the  large  forces 
just  as  long  as  they  were  in  the  region,  and  no  longer.  The  outstanding 
achievement  of  the  campaign  was  in  the  field  of  geography.  It  produced 
the  first  reasonably  adequate  map  of  the  Ohio. 

The  title  of  the  1740  map  may  be  freely  translated  as  follows: 

’’Detailed  Map  of  a part  of  the  Beautiful  River  and  of  the  Route 
taken  by  the  Canadian  Detachment  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  River  St. 

Louis  (the  Mississippi).  Surveyed  by  compass  and  dead  reckoning  by  Sieur 
de  lery,  the  younger;  and  drawn  by  Sieur  de  Mandeville  in  1740.” 

There  are  many  more  details  and  names  than  can  be  shown  on  the  small 
reproduction.  The  original  map  was  in  one  piece,  while  this  is  divided 
into  an  eastern  and  a western  half.  The  title  was  on  a scroll  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  map. 

The  map  was  based  on  a compass  survey.  Directions  were  deter- 
mined by  the  compass,  but  distances  were  estimated  by  the  time  required 
to  journey  from  one  point  to  another.  Some  information  may  have  been 
obtained  from  the  Indians,  such  as  the  upper  courses  of  streams  and 
details  about  other  natural  features,  which  it  seems  unlikely  that  the 
expedition  would  have  visited. 

Lake  Le  Boeuf,  Le  Boeuf  Creek,  French  Creek,  and  the  junction 
of  French  Creek  with  Le  Boeuf  Creek,  are  shown  on  this  map  unnistakably , 
for  the  first  time.  This  portion  of  the  map  is  so  definite  that  De  Lery 
either  must  have  explored  this  region,  or  had  very  detailed  descriptions 
from  the  Indians.  The  map  shows  Lake  Chautauqua  (Hiatackoun ) , the  por- 
tages, Conewango  Creek  (Kanavangon ) , the  village  at  Brokenstraw  (G&chin- 
antiagon),  and  two  villages  on  French  Creek.  Its  notice  of  Big  Bone 
Lick  has  been  mentioned.  Most  important  of  all,  it  was  the  first  map  to 
give  any  adequate  representation  of  the  course  of  the  Ohio.  It  shows  the 
bends  of  the  river,  thus  improving  on  earlier  maps  which  show  it  as  a 
straight  line. 
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The  question  f the  date  of  this  survey  long  remained  unsettled. 
Some  Inter  nupmnkers  refer  to  Do  Lory’s  survey  of  1729.  This  ms  pro- 
bably due  to  a misreading  of  the  figure  3 in  the  notice  f Big  Bone  Lick 
(quoted  on  a previous  page).  The  letters  accompanying  this  report  com- 
pletely eliminate  the  possibility  that  the  date  c uld  bo  1729.  A fuller 
discussion  of  this  point  mill  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  (1937),  pages  131-137. 

Later  cartographers  mere  debtors  to  De  Lery  for  information 
about  the  Ohio  valley.  The  great  French  napr.inkcr,  Jacques  Nicolas  Beilin, 
urate  in  regard  to  Z.is  "Carte  do  l’Amcrique  Septentrimalo,  Comprise  outre 
le  28e  et  le  72°  degre  de  Latitude",  Paris,  1755:  "I  owe  the  topographic 

detail  of  the  course  of  that  River  to  M.  de  Lery,  Engineer,  who  surveyed 
it  with  the  compass  when  he  descended  it  with  a detachment  f French  Troops 
in  1729.”  There,  incidentally,  is  the  mistaken  date  which  caused  some 
ccnfusi on. 


Beilin  also  used  De  Lery’s  data  for  his  maps  cf  1744  .and  1745, 


as  did  other  cartographers  of  the  time, 
Beilin.  Father  Bormccumps,  the  geo graph 
little  if  any  improvement  ever  Do  Lory’s 
tastily  made  observations  of  latitude. 


either  directly  r copying  from 
or  . f Celeron’ s expedition,  made 
map,  even  though  Bcnnecamps  act- 


This  adventur  us  campaign  thus  belongs  more  to  the  engineer 
Ch&ussegros  de  Lery  than  to  the  soldier  Enron  do  Longuouil,  for  Dc  Lery 
made  it  nomar coble . The  gocgraph.ic  information  which  he  btai'nod  pro- 
vided the  basis  for  a complete  cartographic  knowledge  :f  the  Ohio  val- 
ley. 


Many  cf  the  details  for  this  sketch  were  taken  from  the  Report 
of  the  Library  of  Congress  (1937) , pages  131-137,  where  there  is  a dis- 
cussion of  De  Lory’s  flap.  A copy  of  this  map  was  btainod  from  the 
photostatic  collections  f the  Cleveland  public  Library.  The  sketch  of 
the  head  _f  Lake  Chautauqua  cones  from  the  Archives  of  the  Pr  vincc-  of 
Quebec,  The  Public  Archives  f Canada  contributed  a transcript  of  the 
roster.  The  other  documents  were  transcribed  by  the  project  from  the 
photo static  c ollecti .ns  of  the  Library  ,.f  Congress,  which  should  be  thanked 
especially  for  its  constant  and  invaluable  cooperation.  All  were  trans- 
lated by  the  project. 
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Other  references  include  the  following: 

✓ 

C.  B.  Galbreath,  Expedition  of  Celoron  to  the  Ohio  Country  in  1749 
(Columbus,  1921).  — includes  the  journals  of  Celoron  and 
Father  Bonnecamps . 

Charles  A.  Hanna,  The  Wilderness  Trail  (New  York,  1911). 

Ohio  Archaeological  and  Historical  Quarterly,  Vol.  17  — a portrait  of 
De  Lery  on  page  365. 

Frank  Severance,  An  Old  Frontier  of  France  (New  York,  1917) . 

Justin  Ninsor,  The  Mississippi  B~asin  (Boston,  1898),  pages  187-192. 
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THE  MARQUIS  DE  BSAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 
)Paris,  Arch-  Nat.,  Colonies.  Cll  A,  71,  f.  33 ( 


M.  de  Besuharnois,  June  10,  1739 


Monseigneur, 

Sieur  Drouet  de  Richarville  has  just  arrived  from  the  Chi- 
cachas.  You  will  see,  Monseigneur > by  the  account  he  has  given,  which 
is  enclosed,  the  true  circumstances  of  M.  Dertaquiette * a engagement. 

I should  have  had  the  honor  to  propose  him  as  an  officer  at  that  time, 
had  I not  believed,  as  the  whole  country  did,  that  he  had  had  the  same 
fate  as  his  three  brothers.  If  ho  had  arrived  here  a month  sooner,  he 
would  have  been  sent  back,  but  rest  is  needed  after  such  a long  and 
difficult  voyage  as  the  one  he  made,  obliged  to  live  and  travel  by  his 
own  exertions.  What  increased  his  desire  to  go  is  that  Sieur  de  Bondi 
court,  his  brother,  who  is  a good  fellow,  is  in  the  party.  I beg  you 
very  humbly,  Monseigneur,  to  get  him  a promotion. 

The  assistance,  Monseigneur,  which  I am  sending  to  M.  de 
Bienville,  is  about  to  leave.  I have  given  the  command  to  the  Baron 
de  Longueuil,  his  nephew,  as  soon  as  he  is  gone,  I shall  have  the 
honor  to  send  you  the  roster.  This  may  be  in  three  or  four  days. 

They  are  taking  the  Belle  Riviere  route  which  they  will  reach  thirty 
leagues  south  of  Niagara,  at  a portage,  four  leagues  long,  which 
leads  to  Lake  Ste.  Croix  (Chautauqua). 

I am  with  very  profound  respect, 

Mon seigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient 
servant , 

BEAUHARNOIS 


Montreal,  June  10,  1739. 


THE  MARQUIS  DE  BEAUHARNOIS  TO  THE  MINISTER 
JParis,  Arch.  Nat.,  Colonies.  C^l  A 71,  f.  36] 


M.  de  Beauharnois,  June  30,  1739. 


Monseigneur, 

The  Baron  de  Longueuil  has  departed  with  all  our  warriors  to 
join  M.  de  Bienville.  I have  the  honor  to  send  you  a list  of  them,  and 
another  of  those  who  will  join  them  along  the  way,  according  to  our  sav- 
ages. I have  taken  suitable  measures  for  the  tribes  of  the  Lakes,  and 
I am  hoping  that  he  will  have  a considerable  number  of  them.  I doubt, 
however,  if  those  from  Detroit  will  march.  You  will  see,  monseigneur, 
by  the  extract  from  Sieur  de  Noyelle’s  letter  what  is  the  matter.  I 
am  expecting  news  of  it  any  day. 

I received  some  letters,  Monseigneur,  from  Sieur  de  Celoron 
the  SOth  and  24th  of  this  month.  He  expects  to  assemble  a band  of 
fine  young  men. 

The  Sieur  Drouet  de  Richarville,  of  whose  return  from  the 
Chicachas  the  10th  of  this  month  by  way  of  Isle  Royale  I had  the  honor 
to  tell  you,  has  been  so  much  admired  by  all  our  tribes,  that  he  made 
it  a pleasure  for  them  to  join  the  party,  which  has  been  a great  source 
of  satisfaction  to  every  one.  He  speaks  English  and  Chicacha.  He 
will  be  a great  help  because  of  his  knowledge  of  the  country. 

The  Reverend  Father  de  Lauson  has  been  very  helpful  to  us 
during  this  whole  affair.  He  has  shown  to  the  fullest  extent  his  zeal 
for  the  good  of  the  service.  I have  begun,  monseigneur,  by  thanking 
him  personally.  He  did  not  leave  the  Indians  until  after  their  depart- 
ure. I am  obliged  to  him  for  their  great  number. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect, 

Mon seigneur, 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant. 

BEAUHARNOIS 


Montreal,  June  30,  1739. 


THE  INTEND  ATT'  HOCQUART  TO  THE  MINISTER 
)Paris,  Arch.  Nat.,  Colonies  C A 69,  f.  216 ( 


Mo  Ilocquart 
Sept . SO,  1739.* 
Extract 


Mon seigneur, 

The  latest  news  I have  received  from  M.  de  Longueuil* s party 
is  of  the  4th  of  August;  he  was  then  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Erie.  It 
was  later  known  that  the  detachment  had  made  the  portage  to  the  Bella 
Riviere;  if  there  has  been  no  accident,  M.  do  Longueuil  must  be  at  the 
rendezvous  now. 

tVhen  it  left  Montreal,  this  detachment  was  composed  of  442 
men,  according  to  the  enclosed  list.  It  has  been  diminished  by  the 
desertion  of  a largo  number  of  Abenaki s and  several  Iroquois  from  the 
Lake  of  Two  Mountains.  M.  do  Longueuil  makes  this  loss  as  great  as 
70.  There  will  be  still  more  savages  deserting,  but  I hope  they  will 
be  replaced  by  the  addition  of  a hundred  Iroquois  of  the  Five  Nations, 
who  were  to  wait  for  him  at  the  Belle  Riviera.  The  expedition  was 
equipped  at  Montreal  with  all  possible  speed;  and  that  the  time  of 
the  rendezvous  might  not  be  delayed,  it  was  decided  that  the  expedition 
should  go  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario;  that  is  the  shortest 
route.  The  savages  promised  not  to  stop  at  Choueguen  ) Oswego ( ; they 
did  not  keep  their  word;  the  attraction  of  the  whisky  was  stronger. 
Drunkenness  caused  part  of  them  to  desert. 

I am  adding,  Monseigneur,  the  account  of  the  expense  to  one 
of  our  joint  letters.  I ought  not,  Monseigneur,  to  leave  unmentioned 
the  good  will  and  zeal  of  the  Baron  de  Longueuil  upon  this  occasion, 
although  he  was  much  troubled  by  a leg  which  hod  been  frozen  in  a ship- 
wreck lets  in  the  year  on  the  northern  shore  of  this  river.  The  length 
of  the  march  did  not  alarm  him.,  nor  make  him  less  energetic  and  eager 
to  follow  the  orders  given  him. 

Sieur  Vassan,  Lieutenant,  was  the  first  to  volunteer  from  the 
Quebec  garrison.  Sieur  Lignery,  Major  of  the  detachment,  was  notable 
for  his  evident  eagerness  to  go.  Young  Aubert  do  G&spe  is  the  same 
way.  All  have  shown  their  good  spirit.  Thors  were  many  others  in  the 
force  of  troops,  whom  the  general  could  not  permit  to  serve  on  this 
occasion.  All  the  detached  soldiers  have  asked  to  serve,  and  many  more 
could  have  been  found,  if  we  had  wanted  to  use  them.  The  service  in 
the  towns  and  the  garrisons  necessary  in  the  King's  forts,  did  not  per- 
mit the  general  to  detach  a greater  number. 

* Note  discrepancy  in  dates  in  heeding  and  end  of  letter. 


I cannot  ssy  the  same  of  the  inhabitants.  They  considered  this 
campaign  so  long  and  difficult,  as  indeed  it  is,  that  it  was  necessary 
to  use  authority  to  make  them  march.  However,  II.  de  Longueuil  does  not 
complain  about  them  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  will  be 
useful . 


The  general  has  more  detailed  information  than  I,  concerning 
the  other  assistance  that  M.  de  Celeron,  commander  at  Michilimakinac , 
and  the  other  commanding  officers  of  the  posts  Lave  taken  to  M.  de 
Bienville;  no  doubt  he  has  the  honor  to  give  you  an  account  of  it. 

I enclose  with  this  letter  the  report  made  by  Sieur  de  Ric'n- 
arville  the  younger  about  his  experience  with  the  Chicachas  who  had 
taken  him  prisoner  in  M.  Dartaguette ’ s engagement.  He  arrived  in  Mont- 
real on  Tune  10th,  and  went  off  again  with  M.  de  Longueuil  to  seek  his 
revenge.  M.  de  Beauharnois  will  not  have  failed  to  inform  you  of  this 
fact,  and  to  ask  you  for  the  promotion  of  this  young  men,  the  son  of 
Sieur  de  Richarville,  ensign  in  the  troops,  who  has  already  lost  2 or 
3 children  in  the  service. 

The  Jesuit  Father  Lauzon,  head  of  the  missions  in  Canada,  has 
helped  effectively  by  inducing  the  savages  of  Sault  St.  Louis  to  carry 
out  his  Majesty’s  wishes.  This  priest  has  been  a missionary  in  their 
village  for  12  years,  he  has  the  confidence  of  the  savages,  and  he  has 
used  this  to  make  them  agree.  He  deserves,  Monseigneur,  some  evidence 
of  your  satisfaction  with  the  zeal  he  has  shown  for  the  King’s  service 
upon  this  occasion. 

I am  with  very  profound  respect 
Mon seigneur 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 
HOG QUART 


Quebec,  Oct.  30,  1739. 


CHAU SS3GR0S  DE  LERY  TO  THE  MINISTER 
)Paris,  Arch.  Nat.,  Colonies.  C^  a 72,  f.  239 ( 

M.  Chaussegros  Lery 
October  1739 

Note:  the  memoir  of  directions 

for  taking  a savage  fort  or 

Monseigneur  arrangements  for  attack  included 

with  this  letter  ivere  placed 

with  the  general  memoirs  from  Canada. 

I received  the  letter  which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  of 
writing  on  May  12.  I thank  you  very  humbly  for  the  favor  you  have 
granted  to  my  son,  giving  him  the  position  of  Engineer  which  was  vacant. 

I beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  continue  to  favor  him. 

Last  \vinter,  when  he  found  that  a detachment  was  to  leave 
this  country,  he  'was  the  first  to  go  and  ask  to  be  included.  The  gen- 
eral asked  him  if  he  had  spoken  to  me;  he  told  him  that,  judging  from 
my  sentiments,  I should  be  very  glad  for  him  to  make  this  campaign. 

I spoke  about  it  to  the  general,  asking  him  to  grant  his  request,  and 
to  give  me  the  pleasure  of  assigning  him.  He  told  me  that  if  you  granted 
him  the  position  he  had  requested,  he  would  be  absent.  I argued  that 
since  Louisiana  was  in  the  government  of  New  France,  he  would  be  in 
the  colony;  and  that  he  was  in  a position  to  serve  there  as  a volun- 
teer engineer,  should  the  occasion  arise,  as  he  had  been  a Cadet  a 
l’Eguilette  for  more  than  three  years.  He  gave  orders  for  him  to 
serve  as  engineer  and  as  junior  Major  during  the  journey. 

I asked  him  if  it  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  go  there.  He 
told  me  there  were  engineers  in  Louisiana,  end  that,  by  all  accounts, 
the  court  had  sent  some  with  the  detachment  of  troops  of  the  Marine; 
that  I was  useful  in  this  country;  and  that  you,  Monseigneur,  had 
mentioned  nothing  to  him.  I showed  him  the  Memo i r o_r  Plan  of  Attack 
that  I had_  made , with  the  method  necessary  for  taking  a savage  fort , 
without  risking  the  loss  of  men.  After  he  had  read  it,  he  thought 
it  well  for  me  to  give  a copy  to  my  son  to  give  to  Messieurs  de  Bin- 
ville  and  Noaillet.  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  with  my  letter. 

My  son  is  in  his  nineteenth  year;  he  is  big  and  strong.  I 
beg  you,  Monseigneur,  to  favor  him  and  to  grant  him  the  position  of 
officer  in  the  troops  which  M.  Dugud  held,  as  in  the  case  of  other 
engineers . 


^ ^ 5k  ^ 

jThe  remainder  of  the  letter  is  concerned  with  mines,  forges, 
shipbuilding,  and  M.  de  Lery’s  other  duties. | 


I am  with  profound  respect 
Mon seigneur 

Your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant 


CHAUSSEGROS  DE  LERY 


««  *. 
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ROLL  OF  LONGUEUIL'S  EXPEDITION 


) Collection  Moreau.  St.  Mery,  Vcl.  24( 
)From:  Public  Archives  of  Canada ( 


Montreal,  July  6,  1739. 

Summary  of  the  number  of  officers,  cadets,  soldiers  and  sava 
sent  out  under  the  command  of  M.  the  Boron  de  Longueuil,  Major  of  Men 
real,  which  left  the  said  town  of  Montreal  from  the  16th  to  the  30th  of 
last  June  to  go  and  serve  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Bienville  in  Louis 
iana,  namely: 


Officers: 

Messieurs  le  Baron  de  Longueu.il,  commandant 

Be  Sabrevois,  lieutenant; 

Du  Vivier,  the  same, 

De  Vassan,  the  same, 

Le  Merrier,  Infantry  ensign, 

Le  Gardeur  de  St.  Pierre,  the  same, 

Portneuf,  Ensign  of  the  second  grade, 

Lignery,  the  same,  and  major  of  the  detachment, 
Chevalier  De  Villiers,  Ensign  of  the  second  grade, 
Drouet,  de  Richarville,  the  same, 

Aubert,  de  Gaspe,  the  same, 

Father  Vernet,  Recollect  chaplain, 

Sieur  Ystre,  surgeon, 

Cadets  a l'Eguillette : 

Drouet  de  Richarville 
Do  Ganne 
Joseph  Lc'voi 
Tomas  de  la  Noue 
Chevalier  Penoist 
Joseph  Hertel  de  la  Freniere 
Sont  back  by  M.  de  (Louis  Hertel  de  Rouville 
Longueuil  because  (Dopeux 
they  became  ill.  Le  Gardeur  de  Croisille 

De  Varennes 
CLaussegros  de  Lsry 
Belestre 


c+  0;? 


Other  Cadets; 


Michel  Hertel  de  Rouville, 

De  Selle, 

Joncaire*  de  Closonne, 

Le  Gardeur  de  Repent igny, 

Hertel  de  Beaubassin, 

Le  Gai  de  Joncaire, 

Bailleul, 

Joseph  de  Langi,  the  younger, 

Delino , 

Manner! lie , 

Bouat , 

Joseph  Hertel  de  Rouville,  called  Chambly, 
Morville . 


Soldiers: 


3 sergeants, 

6 corporals, 

6 picked  soldiers, 
24  soldiers. 


among  whom  was  one  drummer. 


Habitants  (Civilian  Provincials)  and  Canoe  paddlers: 


45  habitants. 

Savages: 

166  Iroquois  of  the  village  of  the  Sault. 

51  ditto  of  the  lake  of  Two  Mountains. 

32  Algonkins  and  Nepissings, 

50  Abenaquis  of  the  villages  of  St.  Francis  and 
Becancourt . 

Father  La  Bretonniere,  Jesuit  missionary  of  the 
Iroquois  at  the  Sault. 

M.  Queret , Priest  and  missionary  of  the  savages 
from  the  Lake  of  Two  Mountains. 


Original  reads  Tonsaire  de  Closenne.  This  seems  to  be  a misreading 
for  Joncaire.  Clausonne  was  one  of  the  family  place  names  of  the 
Joncaires . 


Recapitulation 


Officers 

Chaplains 

Surgeons 

Cadets  a l’Eguillette 
Other  cadet  soldiers 
Soldiers  including  corporals  and 
lower  officers 
Habitants 
Savage  s 

Chaplains  for  the  savages 


11 


1 

11 

13 

39 

45 

319 

2 


Men  442 


Montreal,  July  5,  1739 « 


$ 17 


